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LESSON XXVIII. 
Acts X. 24-48. 


In the last lesson we left Peter in Joppa, 
at the house of Simon the tanner, with three 
messengers just arrived from Cornelius of 
Cesarea. ‘The next day, they, with six 
others, friends of Peter and believers in 
Christ, set out for Cornelius’s house. The 
distance was about thirty miles, and it was 
not until the day after they left Joppa that 
they entered Cesarea. It was not difficult 
for Cornelius to calculate the time when 
Peter would arrive; and he invited to his 
house his relatives and friends, that they 
might be present to receive him. As Peter 
approached, Cornelius met him and fell 
before him to do him homage. The Apos- 
tle bade him rise up, assuring bim that he 
was but aman, and desired no recognition 
of superiority. They entered the house, 
talking as they went. Then Peter ad- 
dressed the company that had assembled, 
saying that the Jewish religion did not per- 
mit its adherents to live on intimate terms 
with those of other nations, but that God 
had shown him in a vision that he ought to 
regard no man as ‘‘ common or unclean; ” 
and for this reason he did not hesitate to 
return with the messengers that summoned 
him to Cornelius’s house. He then asked 
Cornelius to state more fully his object in 
sending forhim. The centurion related the 
vision that he had seen four days before, 
that while he was at prayer a man in bright 
clothing stood before him, told him that 
his prayer was heard and his alms remem- 
bered by God, and bade him send to Joppa 
for Peter, who would have a message for 
him when he came. He said further that 
in obedience to that vision he had sent for 


him, and that they all were assembled to 
hear his word. 

The Apostle now saw more clearly than 
before that there was no foundation for the 
belief he had all his life entertained that 
God regarded the Jews in a more favora- 
ble light than others. He had learned that 
Gentiles as well as Jews were to be re- 
ceived into the Christian Church, and enjoy 
its blessings. He began his address by 
giving expression to the new truth that had 
dawned upon him; ‘‘ Of a truth I perceive 
that God is no respecter of persons: but 
in every nation, he that feareth him and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with 
him.” Having given utterance to this 
grand truth, he went on to preach to the 
Gentiles before him in much the same way 
as on previous occasions he had to the Jews. 
He told them that God sent Jesus Christ, 
anointed with the Holy Spirit, unto the 
children of Israel, and that he went about 
doing good, He told them that the apos- 
tles were witnesses of what he did; that the 
Jews, notwithstanding his good works, put 
him to death on the cross; that God raised 
him from the dead; and that although he 
was not seen by all the people, yet he ate 
and drank with the apostles, the witnesses 
of his resurrection whom God had chosen. 
He told them that Jesus commanded his 
apostles to proclaim that God had ordained 
him to be the judge of all; and that the 
prophets bare witness that all who believe 
in him shall have forgiveness of sins. 

While Peter was speaking, the Holy 
Spirit was poured out on those whom he 
addressed. Like the Jews on the day of 
Pentecost, they ‘‘ spoke with tongues.” 
The Jewish Christians who had accompa- 
nied him from Joppa were amazed, when 
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they saw these gifts had been ‘bestowed on 
the Gentiles. Peter, however, inferred 
that those who had received the baptism of 
the Spirit ought also to receive the baptism 
of water, and commanded that this ordinance 
should be administered to them. 

Norms. X. 24. The morrow after. 
The day after they left Joppa. The dis- 
tance, thirty miles, was more than. one 
day’s journey in the east. 

25. Worshipped him. The word ‘ wor- 
shipped ” is used in the Scriptures to de- 
note the homage paid to earthly rulers as 
well as divine beings. It is supposed by 
some — Hackett, for instance —that Cor- 
nelius, who had been so distinctly instructed 
in his vision that Peter was a man, could 
not have intended to render him religious 
homage by his prostration before him; but 
that Peter, knowing little of Cornelius, ex- 
cept that he was a Gentile, incorrectly sup- 
posed his act to be such as he would pay to 
a heathen deity, and assured him that he was 
only a man and entitled to no such adora- 
tion. Itis supposed by others — Olshausen, 
for instance — that the religious notions of 
Cornelius were at this time vague and con- 
fused, and that he offered worship to Peter 
as a divine being, an act which the Apostle 
at once forbade. ‘There is something to be 
said in favor of both these views. It is 
difficult to determine what state of mind 
led to the centurion’s homage, and equally 
so to determine what that was which led to 
the Apostle’s reproof. Perhaps neither re- 
garded the act as religious worship; and 
Peter, in saying, ‘‘ I myself also am a man,” 
meant to convey the idea that he was on an 
equality with the centurion, and wished to 
be so regarded. 

26. But Peter took him up. ‘* Caused 
him to rise by the command addressed to 
him.” (Hackett.) 

28. Ye know that it is an unlawful thing. 
It was not the Mosaic law, but the traditions 
of the Jews that made it ‘‘an unlawful 
thing” for them to associate with other 
nations in a friendly way. The law pro- 
hibited the Jews from marrying Gentiles, 
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and its prohibitions concerning unclean 
meats rendered it inconvenient for them 
to eat with those of another nation; but the 
stricter Jews went much beyond what law 
and convenience required. Their exclu- 
siveness was the effect of hatred more than 
of necessity and propriety. 

84. Then Peter opened his mouth. This 
expression indicates a formal discourse in 
distinction: from ordinary conversation. — 
Of a truth. Truly.—TJ perceive that God 
is no respecter of persons. He now saw 
that God shows favor to no one on account 
of his nationality, rank, or other circum- 
stances. It was no easy thing for Peter 
and the Jewish Christians, with their strong 
prejudice against other nations, and their 
deep-rooted conviction that the Jews were 
the objects of God’s special favor, to learn 
this. 

35. But in every nation, he that feareth 
him and worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with him. ‘* As Peter had virtually de- 
clared, in the preceding verse, ‘God was 
no respecter of persons,’ that he would as 
readily receive to his favor a Cornelius as 
a Gamaliel, a soldier of Rome as a Rabbin 
of Jerusalem, the question would natu- 
rally arise, Upon what ground was accept- 
ance based ; how should his justice and truth 
be vindicated ? 
here laid down. 


The essential criterion was 

God would accept those, 
and only those, in any nation, who revered 
him and worked righteousness. The two 
leading branches of human duty, as here 
indicated, are what is due to heaven and 
what to earth, what to God and what to 
man, — reverence and righteousness, piety 
and benevolence. It is announced, with 
noon-day distinctness, that, upon these 
premises, God is a respecter of persons; 
that he will accept the heaven-fearing and 
well-doing man, and that he will reject the 
impious and unrighteous, Thus is the 
moral character of God, as a righteous 
Governor of the universe, vindicated against 
every aspersion; and a system described 
under which every intelligent and moral 
being must rejoice to live. This declaration 
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sheds a world of light over all the dealings 
of God with mankind throughout succes- 
sive ages. He has poured out his Spirit 
upon certain individuals at certain periods, 
not because they were his special favorites, 
but because they were selected .as_ his 
agents for the good of the rest of mankind.” 
(Livermore. ) 

36-42. Can it be that Peter would have 
alluded to Jesus in the terms he does in 
these verses, if he had believed him to be 
God? He says that God preached peace 
to the children of Israel by Jesus Christ, 
that God anointed him with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, that God was with him, 
that God raised him up the third day, and 
that Jesus commanded his apostles to 
preach that God ordained him to be the 


judge of the living and dead. He speaks 


of Jesus as the agent and messenger of 


God all through. 

36. He is Lord of all. Of Gentile as 
well as Jew. His dominion extends over 
those of one nation as well as of another. 

88. Who went about doing good. ‘‘ No 
words could express in a more simple and 
beautiful manner the unwearied benevo- 
lence of our Master. The traveller has 
visited various countries in pursuit of 
knowledge and the extension of his fame. 
The conqueror has traversed continents, but 
left a trail of blood behind him. The ad- 
venturous merchant penetrates the most 
distant regions of the earth in quest of gold. 
The religious bigot compasses sea and land, 
to make one proselyte to his own dark 
creed. But none, except a divine inven- 
tion, could devise so original a character 
as this, of Him who went about doing good, 
who used his great powers only to accom- 
plish benevolent ends, by curing the sick, 
comforting the afflicted, and recovering the 
sinner. He was thus the image of the 
Father’s love as well as the bearer of the 
Father’s power.” (Livermore.) — All that 
were oppressed of the devil. The diseased 
whether in mind or body. 

42. Of quick and dead. Of living and 
dead. 
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44-48. The scene here described has 
been called the Gentile Pentecost. The 
Gentiles now received the Holy Spirit, and 
spoke with tongues as the Jews had on a 
former occasion. 

45. They of the circumcision which be- 
lieved. The Jewish Christians, who had 
accompanied Peter from Joppa. — Were as- 
tonished. They had not yet arrived at the 
truth that ‘* God is no respecter of persons.” 

Rererences. We have so often re- 
minded teachers who use the ‘‘ Guide” that 
they should also have a Commentary and 
Bible Dictionary at hand, to help them in 
the preparation of their lessons, that we 
hardly need remind them of it again. We 
can devote, on an average, but little more 
than two pages to a Lesson, — only enough 
to set a faithful and earnest teacher think- 
ing and searching. Do not glide over these 
Lessons as easily as you can; but get in- 
terested in them, and, if possible, consult 
every week two or three good works that 
throw light on them, 


LESSON XXVIII. 
Acts XI. 1-18. 


AVTER remaining for a while the guest 
of Cornelius, Peter set out for Jerusalem, 
taking with him the six brethren who had 
accompanied him from Joppa. The Jewish 
Christians in Judea already had heard of 
the Apostle’s intimacy with the Gentiles in 
Cesarea; and on his arrival they were not 
slow to accuse him of what they regarded a 
serious misdemeanor. ‘* Thou wentest in 
to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with 
them,” said they. Then Peter explained to 
them all that had been revealed to him since 
he was last in Jerusalem. He narrated his 
remarkable vision in Joppa, the summons 
he had to go to Cesarea, the command of 
the Spirit that he should obey the summons, 
his arrival at Cornelius’s house, the vision 
of that devout and just man, the doctrines 
that he there proclaimed to those whom 
Cornelius had called together, the outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit on them while he 
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was speaking, the gift of tongues bestowed 
on them as it had been on the Jewish be- 
lievers, and the praise to God that went 
up from their hearts. He told them that 
all these things produced in his mind a 
conviction that he could not resist, that 
the barrier between Jew and Gentile was to 
be broken down, and that all alike were to 
receive and enjoy the gospel. Those who 
heard the Apostle felt that his conclusion 
was right. They ceased to contend with 
him, and praised God that ‘‘ repentance 
unto life” was for the Gentiles as well as 
themselves. 

We shall not find however, that hence- 
forth there was neither Jew nor Gentile, 
but all were one in Christ. The truth that 
dawned over Peter and the Jewish Chris- 
tians with noonday brightness faded to a 
great degree, and many a sharp conflict 
between Jewish and Gentile converts took 
place in the early Church. 

Nores. XI. 1. That the Gentiles had 
recewed the word of God. Great excite- 
ment must have been created among the 
Christians in Jerusalem on hearing this. 
The door had been opened to the Gen- 
tiles, and it was evident that important con- 
sequences must follow. 

2. They of the circumcision. All the 
Christians in Jerusalem were ‘‘ of the cir- 
cumcision,” 7.¢. converts from Judaism; 
and we are to understand that there was 
general dissatisfaction with Peter on ac- 
count of the course he pursued in Cesarea. 
— Contended with him. ‘The fact that 
they thus contended with Peter, and at first 
questioned the wisdom of his proceedings, 
shows how far they were from yielding him 
that supremacy and infallibility in all re- 
spects, which has been arrogated by the 
Church cof Rome, not only for him, but 
for the long and irregular line of his pre- 
tended successors in the papal chair.” 
(Livermore. ) 

3. Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, 
and didst eat with them. Visiting the 
Gentiles and eating with them was their 


charge against him. ‘This may be con- 
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sidered as the commencement of the 
Jewish controversy which troubled the 
early Christian Church. The great con- 
troversy which then existed was not 
concerning any of those doctrines which 
afterwards gave rise to our modern con- 
troversies, such as the divinity of Christ,. 
the nature and extent of the atonement, and 
predestination; but it was concerning the 
bearing of the Jewish religion on the Gen- 
tiles. The point discussed was whether 
the gospel should be preached to the un- 
circumcised Gentiles, the admissibility of 
the Gentiles into the Church of Christ. 
Afterwards, in the celebrated Council of 
Jerusalem, the question was revived in a 
somewhat different shape, whether the con- 
verted Gentiles were bound to be circum- 
cised and to keep the Jewish law. ‘ Certain 
taught the brethren, saying, Except ye be 
circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye 
cannot be saved’ (Acts xv. 1); and, after 
this point was settled, various other points 
of dispute arose with regard to the extent 
to which the Mosaic law was binding on 
the Gentiles and on Christians in general. 
This controversy was chiefly carried on 
by the Apostle Paul on the one side, and by 
the Judaizing Christians on the other; and 
this gave rise to the first great schism 
which divided the Church, when the Ebio- 
nites separated themselves and formed 
a Jewish Christian sect, about the begin- 
ning of the second century.” (Gloag.) 

4. But Peter rehearsed the matter from 
the beginning. He did not seek to con- 
vince them by argument so much as by a 
minute narrative of the events that led him 
to pursue the course he did. He gave those 
who opposed him the facts on which his 
conduct had been based, and they produced 
in their minds the same conviction that they 
had in his. They saw in these events the 
hand of God, and learned from them the 
lesson they were designed to teach. ‘ A 
simple and unvarnished statement of facts 
is usually the best way of disarming preju- 
dice and silencing opposition. Opposition 
most commonly arises from prejudice, or 
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from false and exaggerated statements ; and 
such opposition can be best removed not by 
‘angry contention, but by an unvarnished 
relation of facts. In most cases, prejudice 
will thus be disarmed, and opposition will 
die away, as was the case in regard to the 
admission of the Gentiles to the Church.” 
(Barnes.) 

5-15. In these verses, we have a sum- 
mary by Peter of what occurred from the 
time he saw the vision at the house of 
Simon the tanner in Joppa to the time the 
Holy Spirit was poured out on the Gentiles 
in the house of Cornelius. 

17. What was I, that I could withstand 
God? Peter’s prejudices against the Gen- 
tiles had been as strong as those of any one; 
but gradually they were removed by the 
events that occurred, until the will of God 
concerning the Gentiles became clear to 
him, and then not to have admitted the 
Gentiles into the Church by baptism would 
have been resistance to God. 

18. Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life. ‘The Most 
High had communicated to them that reve- 
lation of truth, that blessed gospel of 
light and love, which enjoined and promoted 
repentance unto life, not to be repented of. 
Men will not be sorry for what they have 
been or what they have done, until they 
have seen something better and holier, with 
which comparing themselves, they will de- 
plore their deficiencies, and hasten to re- 
deem their wasted time and talents. The 
gospel presents in Christ that lofty and 
shining model of excellence, which of itself 


deeply rebukes the lowness of their virtues, 
and calls on them to repent and live. Re- 
pentance unto life is a combination of words 
descriptive of those three great stages or 
processes in the development of the soul’s 
life, —amendment, progress, and_blessed- 
ness.” (Livermore.) 


Our words may be the most lowly and 
self-abasing which language can furnish, 
and our heads may become fountains of 
tears, and it will all be nothing if our hearts 
are not purified and our lives made better. 
— Greenwood. 
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LESSON XXIX. 
Acts XI. 19-30. 


We have seen (Acts viii. 1-4) that 
after the death of Stephen a great persecu- 
tion arose in Jerusalem, that most of the 
believers in Jesus fled from the city, and 
that some of them preached his religion 
in Judea and Samaria. We have followed 
Philip from Jerusalem to Samaria, thence 
to the desert in the south-west of Judea, 
and thence along the coast of the Medi- 
terranean to Cesarea. We have followed 
Peter to Lydda, thence to Joppa, thence to 
Cesarea, and thence to Jerusalem again. 

We now learn that some of those who 
were driven from Jerusalem after Stephen’s 
death went as far as Pheenicia, Cyprus, and 
Antioch, preaching the truth which had been 
revealed to them. Their preaching, how- 
ever, was confined to the Jews. At length, 
there came to Antioch natives of Cyprus and 
Cyrene, who by some means had gained the 
truth at which Peter, as we have already 
seen, arrived step by step, that Gentiles as 
well as Jews should have the gospel preached 
to them, and be admitted into the Christian 
Church. ‘True to the light that had dawned 
upon them, they preached the religion of 
Jesus to the Greeks. Their preaching was 
attended with success. ‘* A great number 
believed, and turned unto the Lord.” The 
tidings that the Greeks in Antioch were 
receiving the gospel reached the church in 
Jerusalem, and created astonishment, if not 
Barnabas, a native of Cyprus, a 
proselyte, and full of the Spirit and of faith, 
was sent to investigate the matter, and give 
advice. He went to Antioch; and, when 
he saw the evidence that the Gentiles had 
received the grace of God, rejoiced, and 
entreated them to cleave heartily to the 
Lord. Saul, afterwards called Paul, had 
become a believer in the new religion some 
time before, and was preaching it in Tarsus, 
his native city. Thither Barnabas went for 
him, and brought him to Antioch. Here 
both preached a year to a large and in- 
creasing number of disciples. 


alarm. 
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About this time, prophets came from Jeru- 
salem to Antioch; and one, named Agabus, 
predicted that there would be a severe and 
widespread famine. This famine occurred 
in the reign of Claudius Czesar, which began 
in the year of our Lord 44. The brethren 
in Judea, always poor, and rendered still 
poorer, it is probable, by putting so large 
a part of their property into the common 
treasury in the early days of the Church, 
were not forgotten by the brethren in Anti- 
och. They gave every man according to 
his ability, and sent their contribution to 
the elders in Jerusalem by Barnabas and 
Saul. 

The Origin of the Name Christian. We 
learn that ‘‘ the disciples were called Chris- 
tians first in Antioch.” It is probable that 
this name was given them in the first in- 
stance by the Gentiles, to distinguish them 
from the Jews. It is not probable that the 
believers in Christ first gave the name 
Christian to themselves, or that they readily 
adopted it; for it occurs but three times in 
the New Testament, although all its books 
were written years after the term ‘‘ Chris- 
tian” was first applied to the followers of 
Christ. They frequently called themselves 
disciples, believers, saints, brethren, and the 
Church; but only seldom did they call 
themselves Christians. That the name did 
not originate with the Jews is ‘evident; for 
they would not for a moment have enter- 
tained the idea of giving to the followers of 
Jesus of Nazareth a title that would indicate 
that he was the Christ. They showed their 
contempt for them by calling them Naza- 
renes and Galileans. It may be said, then, 
with a good degree of confidence, that the 
term ‘‘ Christian”? was first applied to 
Christ’s followers by the Gentiles. They 
constantly heard them speak of Christ, 
claim to be his followers, and exhort others 
to become such; and, wishing for some 
name by which to distinguish them, they 
naturally called them Christians, just as 
they called the followers of Aristotle Aris- 
totelians, those of Pythagoras Pythagoreans, 
and those of Epicurus Epicureans. 
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Norrs. XI. 19. The persecution that 
arose about Stephen. This occurred about 
A.D. 33, while it is probable that the 
events which we have considered in the 
last three lessons did not occur before A.D. 
41; so that the historian here takes us back: 
about eight years. — Travelled as far as 
Phenice. Pheenicia. ‘This was a district 
about 120 miles long, and 15 wide, lying 
along the coast of the Mediterranean to 
the north of Palestine. Tyre and Sidon 
were its chief cities. — Cyprus. A large and 
fertile island in the Mediterranean, where 
there were many Jews.— Antioch. This 
celebrated city is, with the exception of 
Jerusalem, the most important in apostolic 
history. It was a centre tor Gentile Chris- 
tians, as Jerusalem was for Jewish Chris- 
tians, 

20. Some of them were men of Cyprus 
and Cyrene. They were natives of those 
places, who had become converts to Juda- 
ism, and afterwards to Christianity. — Oy- 
A city of northern Africa. — Spake 
unto the Grecians. 


rene. 


certain that the true reading here is Greeks. 
The Greeks were Pagans; but the Grecians 
were Jewish proselytes, who spoke the 
Greek language. The first disciples who 
went to Antioch must have preached the 
gospel to the Grecians, as well as to other be- 
lievers in the Jewish religion. Some time 
after, disciples, who had arrived at the truth 
that the gospel is for all, went there and 
preached to the Greeks. ‘‘ The time of this 
occurrence is a matter of dispute. Some 
hold that it took place before the conversion 


It may be regarded as | 


of Cornelius, and that in reality this preach- | 
ing of the gospel to the Greeks at Antioch | 


was the first call of the Gentiles. But this is 
doubtful. Peter, it would seem, distinctly 
claims to have been the first to preach to 
the Gentiles (Acts xv. 7). Others think that 
it was in consequence of information con- 
cerning the conversion of Cornelius; Peter’s 
example having emboldened them to speak 
to the Greeks. Bnt there is no hint of 
this in the text. It would rather appear 
that this preaching was spontaneous on 
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the part of the Hellenistic teachers. It 
would appear that both events were nearly 
simultaneous, and independent of each 
other; the preaching of Peter to Cornelius, 
being, however, the first in point of time. 
The idea was dawning upon the Church 
that the gospel should be preached to the 
Gentiles; and this occurred in two differ- 
ent places, at Cesarea and Antioch, about 
the same time, without any connection with 
each other, — just as the Reformation arose 
almost simultaneously and independently 
in Germany, Switzerland, and France.” 
(Gloag). — Preaching the Lord Jesus. ‘To 
preach the Lord Jesus is to preach his re- 
ligion. To believe in the Lord Jesus, or 
to believe in Christ, is to believe in his 
religion. 

21. The hand of the Lord was with them ; 
i.e., he aided them by his Spirit. 

22. And they sent forth Barnabas. The 
church in Jerusalem was in doubt as to the 
character of the work which the Cypriots 
and Cyrenians were carrying on in Antioch. 
It would seem that Barnabas was. not sent 
with instructions either to approve or con- 
demn, but view it impartially, and give 
advice to the churches both in Antioch and 
Jerusalem. Much wisdom was shown in 
sending Barnabas on this mission; for he 
was not only a good man, full of the Holy 
Spirit and of faith, but also a native of 
Cyprus and a Jewish proselyte. He was 
qualified to look on both sides of the matter, 
see the merits of each, and come to a just 
conclusion. 

23. He found nothing to condemn in the 
work that was going on. He saw that the 
Gentiles were receiving the gospel; and 
he rejoiced at it, and urged them to keep 
on in the good way in which they had 
started. Instead of returning at once to 
Jerusalem, he remained in Antioch to aid 
in turning the Gentiles to Christ. 

24, 25. The work was so prosperous that 
he sought another laborer to help carry it 
on. Saul, who had been converted near 
Damascus several years before, and of 
whom we shall hear so much in future 
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Lessons, was in Tarsus, and to this city 
Barnabas went for him. They returned to 
Antioch, and here they remained a year, 
preaching to great multitudes with great 
success. 

The events here narrated in a few verses 
are among the most important in the his- 
tory of the Apostolic Church. The disci- 
ples, who go from Jerusalem to Antioch, 
preaching to Jews only, are followed, some 
time after, it is probable, by those who 
preach to the Gentiles. Barnabas is sent 
from Jerusalem to investigate the matter, 
sees that a great work is going on, and 
remains to help carry it forward. He calls 
Paul to join him, and they labor together 
until Antioch, one of the great cities of 
the world, becomes a centre of Christian 
influence not less important than Jeru- 
salem. 

27. Prophets. ‘The faculty of foretelling 
a future event did not necessarily enter 
into the New Testament idea of a prophet ; 

... but, as in the Acts it is expressly 
added that the famine foretold by the 
prophet actually came to pass, we must 
doubtless admit, in this instance, that there 
was a prediction of an impending famine, 
although it is possible that the prophecy 
was founded on the observations of natural 
prognostics.” (Neander. ) 

28. Agabus. Nothing is known of him 
except what is said here and in Acts xxi. 
10, 11.— Throughout all the world. This 
expression need not be taken literally. It 
may mean all the East, or simply all 
Judea. — Which came to pass in the days 
of Claudius Cesar. He was emperor of 
Rome from a.p. 41 to a.p. 54, and there 
were four famines during his reign. The 
one here alluded to occurred a.p. 44. 

29. Noyes translates this verse, ‘* And 
according as any one of the disciples was 
prospered, they determined every one of 
them to send relief to the brethren who 
dwelt in Judea.” If people nowadays 
would give to good causes, every man 
‘according to his ability,” or ‘* every 
man as the Lord hath prospered him,” our 
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various charities would be carried on with 
much less difficulty. 
_Rererences. Conybeare and Howson’s 
‘¢Life and Epistles of St. Paul,” chap. iv., 
and Neander’s ‘‘ History of the Planting 
and Training of the Christian Church,” 
Book II., can be consulted with profit in 
connection with this Lesson; also the ser- 
mon on ‘‘ The Spread of the Gospel,” in 
‘Sermons by the Monday Club.” See 
also the essay on ‘‘ The Christian Name, 
Character, and Hopes,” in the ‘‘ Works of 
H. Ware, Jr.,” Vol. II. 


LESSON XXX. 
Acts XII. 1-25. 


’ We have already seen that immediately 
after the martyrdom of Stephen, about the 
year of our Lord 33, there arose a severe 
persecution of the church in Jerusalem. 
Another occurred in the year of our Lord 
44, when Herod Agrippa I. cruelly made 
the Christians the objects of his violence, in 
order to increase his favor with the Jews. 
About the time of the Passover, he beheaded 
James, the brother of John. Shortly after, 
he imprisoned Peter, with the intention of 
executing him in sight of the people, 
when the festive week was over. But the 
Apostle found deliverance through the inter- 
cessions of his brethren and the miraculous 
intervention of the Almighty. Having been 
released from prison by an angel of the 
Lord, he went to the house of Mary, the 
mother of Mark. Here many were as- 
sembled for prayer. They would not be- 
lieve the announcement that Peter was at 
the gate, and were astonished when they 
had opened it, and found that it was so. The 
Apostle related to them the manner of his 
deliverance, directed them to tell it to 
James, the son of Alpheus, and other ab- 
sent brethren, and departed for another 
place. Not long after, Herod went to 
Cesarea. Here, on a public occasion, after 
he had made a speech to ambassadors from 
Tyre and Sidon in the presence of the 
multitude, and it had been pronounced 
‘the voice of a god and not of a man;” 
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the wicked ruler, puffed up with pride, was 
smitten with a dreadful disease and soon 
died. Peace and prosperity now returned 
to the church. Barnabas and Saul left 
Jerusalem, taking Mark with them, and 
not long after set out from Antioch, on a 
missionary journey through Cyprus and 
Asia Minor. 

Norxs. XII. 1. About that time. About 
the time when Barnabas and Saul went to 
Jerusalem, as related in the last chapter.— 
Herod the king. ‘The Herod family was, by 
appointment of the Roman Emperors, long 
in power in Palestine. Herod the Great, 
mentioned in Matt. ii., became governor of 
Judea B.C. 37, and continued to reign until 
his death, just after the birth of Christ. His 
son, Herod Antipas, then became tetrarch 
of Galilee, and reigned until he was de- 
posed and exiled, a.p. 89. Herod Agrippa 
I., son of Aristobulus, and grandson of 
Herod the Great, became ruler of Judea 
A.D. 88, and subsequently of all the proy- 
inces of Palestine. He died a.p. 44. Herod 
Agrippa II., mentioned in Acts xxv. and 
xxvi., was first raised to power a.p. 52, 
and continued to reign until after the fall 
of Jerusalem. He then retired to Rome, 
where he died a.p. 100. Besides these, 
Archelaus, Philip I., and Philip If., men- 
tioned in the New Testament, were Herods. 
— To vex certain of the church. 
press or maltreat them. ‘The enemies of 
the church had now increased in numbers 
and influence. At first they were confined 
to the members of the sanhedrim, especially 
the Sadducean faction, whilst the people 
were favorable. Afterwards, in the perse- 
cution which arose about Stephen, the peo- 
ple and their rulers united; but still the 
civil power in the hands of the Romans was 
not hostile. But now the civil power in the 
person of Herod is combined with the ec- 
clesiastical power of the chief priests and 
the fanaticism of the people, against the 
disciples of Christ.” (Gloag.) 

2. He killed James, the brother of John. 
This James was the son of Zebedee and 
Salome. He was called James the Greater, 


To op- 
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to distinguish him from James, the son of 
Alpheus, who was ‘called James the Less. 
He was one of the three favorite disciples 
of Jesus. He was the first of the apostles 
who suffered martyrdom. 

3. And because he saw it pleased the 
Jews. Herod did not ask what was right, 
but what would win the favor of his sub- 
jects. If he could please them and thus 
exalt himself in their eyes, it was enough. 
— The days of unleavened bread, The 
Passover. 

4. Four quaternions of soldiers. A 
quaternion of soldiers consisted of four, 
so that there were sixteen who guarded 
Peter. The night was divided into four 
watches of three hours each, and during 
each watch four soldiers did duty. ‘ Ac- 
cording to some, two soldiers were with 
Peter within the prison, and two before the 
door; but, according to .others, the two 
soldiers within, who slept with Peter, re- 
mained all night, and did not belong to the 
quaternion, who guarded the prison out- 
side.” (Gloag.) — Intending after Easter. 
After the Passover, which lasted seven days. 
Easter is an unfortunate and absurd trans- 
lation in this case, for the Christian festival 
of this name was not then recognized ; and, 
had it been, what cared Herod for it? It 
was the Jewish festival of the Passover, for 
which he had regard. ‘The stricter Jews 
thought it a profanation to put a person to 
death during a religious festival, and Herod 
deferred the execution of Peter, lest they 
should be offended. 

5. But prayer was made without ceasing. 
“¢ Harnest prayer ”’ would be a better trans- 
lation ; for it is this, and not incessant sup- 
plication, that is meant. The Apostle was 
in prison, and his life threatened; ‘but the 
brethren met together, and engaged in ear- 
nest prayer for his deliverance. They saw 
that human help was vain, and besought 
the Divine. 

6-11. We think there can be no reason- 
able doubt that the writer of these verses 
meant to record a miracle, It would be 
difficult for any one to be more explicit. 
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Says Livermore: “Every circumstance is 
thrown into the account, to show how im- 
possible was an escape. Peter was asleep, 
— the sleep of conscious virtue and divine 
trust, — and had no concert with any friends 
without the prison, whose arrival he was 
expecting, and for which he was preparing. 
He was in the custody of sixteen men, who 
relieved each other so frequently that 
they could easily remain wakeful. Four 
men were on guard at once, two in the 
cell, and two watching the door without. 
That these men should all be buried in 
sleep atthe same time is incredible. They 
also acted under the fear of the penalty of 
death, if they suffered their prisoner to 
escape; and they actually incurred that 
punishment, as we learn from verse 19, 
because he did escape. The apostles had 
been delivered before, and their enemies 
would not be likely to relax any of their 
regulations on the present occasion, but 
to be more rigid than ever in all their pre- 
cautions. Such, we infer, was in fact the 
case ; for while, ordinarily, a prisoner was 
confined to only one soldier by a chain, in 
this case the apostle was bound to two, 
one arm to each respectively, so that the 
least motion on his part would attract the 
notice of his companions. Thus, we see 
that every possible security was provided 
to prevent escape, and, considering all the 
circumstances, we may say that no human 
force could have broken into the prison 
and taken out the Apostle. The theories 
that have been invented to aceount for this 
escape in a natural manner. are totally de- 
void of verisimilitude. They endeavor to 
account for what is miraculous by imagin- 
ing what would be more than miraculous, 
and require greater credulity to believe.” 
With this we fully agree, and see not how 
any can dissent from it. To suppose with 
some that a flash of lightning shone into 
the prison and loosed Peter’s chains, or 
with others that the jailer, or some one 
else, administered a sleeping draught to 
the soldiers and delivered the Apostle, is 
in direct opposition to the narrative. All 
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We 
must accept a miracle, or give up the cor- 
rectness of the account. Which alterna- 
tive is to be chosen, we leave it for our 
readers to decide, 

12. John, whose surname was Mark. It 
is highly probable that this was the Mark 
who accompanied Paul and Barnabas to 
Cyprus, and who wrote the second Gospel. 

13. And as Peter knocked at the door of 
the gate. This was the door of the vesti- 
bule or porch opening into the street. — 
A damsel came to hearken. It was the 
custom for a maid-servant to go to the 
gate and listen when a person knocked. 

15. Thow art mad. Thou art insane. — 
It is his angel. 


natural explanations are unavailing. 


‘¢ The expression, ‘ It is 
his angel,’ may mean that they supposed 
that the tutelary guardian or angel appointed 
to attend Peter had come to announce some- 
thing respecting him, and that he had as- 
sumed the voice and form of Peter, in order 
to make them certain that he came from him. 


This notion arose from the common belief 


of the Jews, that each individual had 
assigned to him, at birth, a celestial spirit, 
whose office it was to guard and defend 
him through life. That the Jews enter- 
tained this opinion is clear from their writ- 
ings. Lightfoot thinks that they who were 
assembled, supposed that the angel had 
assumed the voice and manner of Peter, 
in order to intimate to them that he was 
about to die, and to excite them to earnest 
prayer that he might die with constancy 
and firmness. Whatever their opinions 
were, however, it proves nothing on 
these points. There is no evidence that 
they were inspired in these opinions, nor 
are their notions countenanced by the 
Scriptures. They were the mere common 
traditions of the Jews, and prove nothing 
in regard to the truth of the opinion one 
way or the other.” 
in guardian angels was not confined to the 
Jews. It prevailed among the Greeks and 
Romans. 
17. Unto James. 

Less, son of Alpheus, 


This was James the 
James the Greater 


(Barnes.) The belief 
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had been put to death by Herod. The 
James to whom Peter here alludes is also 
called the bishop of Jerusalem. He is 
afterwards several times mentioned in the 
Acts and in the Epistle to the Galatians. 
He seems to have been prominent among 
the apostles; for Paul calls him one of the 
pillars of the church in Jerusalem. He 
was put to death about the year of our 
Lord 63.— And he departed. \Whither he 
Undoubtedly, he left 
the city, and sought a place of safety. 

20. And Herod was highly displeased 
with them of Tyre and Sidon. ‘Tyre and 
Sidon were important commercial cities of 
Pheenicia, and situated north of Cesarea. 
The cause of Herod’s displeasure with them 
is unknown. It is probable that he showed 
it by preventing them from obtaining sup- 
plies from Judea, and closing his ports 
against them. — And having made DBlastus 
the king’s chamberlain their friend. They 
secured, probably by a bribe, the favor of 
one necessarily intimate with the king, and 
having his confidence, and through him 
sought reconciliation. 


went is not known. 


* Pheenicia, being a 
district of narrow limits, depended upon 
the adjoining countries for its supplies of 
grain. It seems, from the days of Solomon, 
to have been specially dependent on Pales- 
tine. Ezekiel, in his description of the 
merchandise of Tyre, says that Judah and 
the land of Israel were her merchants, and 
traded with her in wheat and honey and oil 
and balm. Besides, Judea must have been 
one of the principal countries where the 
Pheenicians disposed of their goods. The 
splendid harbor of Cesarea also must have 
been most convenient for their numerous 
ships. It was therefore their policy to live 
on good terms with Herod Agrippa, as it 
was in his power to cripple their trade, and 
to stint them in their supplies of grain.” 
(Gloag.) 

21. <And ona set day. This, according 
to Josephus, was on the second day of 
the public games celebrated in honor of 
Claudius Cassar. — Sat upon his throne. A 
high seat arranged for him in the theatre, 
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from which he could witness the games, and 
address the assembly. — And made an ora- 
tion unto them. Unto the ambassadors 
from Tyre and Sidon, although his speech 
to them was delivered in public. 

22. The voice of a god, and not of aman. 
Cesarea was a Gentile rather than a Jewish 
city; and these words probably went up 
from the lips of idolaters. 

23. The angel of the Lord smote him. 
De Wette thinks that this is a mere accom- 
modation to the superstitions of the Jews, 
who attributed any great calamities which 
befell their enemies, or any great judgments 
inflicted on themselves, to angels. 

The account of Herod’s death given by 
Josephus is interesting, especially in com- 
parison with that of Luke. ‘‘ On the sec- 
ond day of the shows, he put on a garment 
made wholly of silver, and of a contexture 
truly wonderful, and came into the theatre 
early in the morning, at which time the 
silver of his garment, being illuminated by 
fresh reflection of the sun’s rays upon it, 
shone out after a surprising manner, and 
was so resplendent as to spread horror 
over those that looked intently upon him; 
and presently his flatterers cried out, one 
from one place, and another from another 
(though not for his good), that he was a 
god; and they added, ‘ Be thou merciful to 
us; for although we have hitherto reverenced 
thee only as a man, yet shall we hence- 
forth own thee as superior to mortal nat- 
ure.’ Upon this, the king did neither re- 
buke them, nor reject their impious flattery. 
But, as he presently afterwards looked up, 
he saw an owl sitting on a certain rope 
over his head, and immediately understood 
that this bird was the messenger of ill tid- 
ings, as it had once been the messenger of 
good tidings to him; and fell into the deep- 
est sorrow. A severe pain arose in his 
bowels, extremely violent from the first. 
He therefore looked upon his friends, and 
said: ‘I, whom you call a god, am com- 
manded presently to depart this life; while 
Providence reproves the lying words you 
just now said to me; and I, who was by 
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you called immortal, am immediately to be 
hurried away by death. But I am bound 
to acvept of what Providen:e allots, as it 
pleases God; for we have by no means 
lived ill, but in a splendid and happy man- 
> When he said this, his pain was be- 
come violent. Accordingly he was carried 
into the palace, and the rumor went abroad 
everywhere that he would certainly die in 
a little time. But the multitude sat in 
sackcloth, with their wives and children, 
after the law of their country, and besought 
God for the king’s recovery. All places were 
also full of mourning and lamentation. 
Now the king rested in a high chamber; 
and, as he saw them below lying prostrate 
on the ground, he could not himself forbear 
weeping ; and, when he had been quite worn 
out by pain for five days, he departed this 
life, being in the fifty-four.h year of his age 
and the seventh of his reign.” (Josephus, 
Antiquities, xix. 8. 2. 


ner. 


——— 


THE ELEVENTH CHAPTER OF 
ACTS. 


WE stand, at the commencement of this 
chapter, at a new stage of expansion, at a 
new point of departure of the Christian 
faith, at the outset of the most important 
controversy that has ever arisen in the 
church; one that concerned the largest 
parties, the whole Jewish world being on 
one side, and the whole Gentile world on 
tbe other; one that tested the most thor- 
oughly the nature and aim of the gospel, 
confuting the Jewish fallacy, and demon- 
strating the divine impartiality to all man- 
kind; one whose errors have more than 
any other infected succeeding ages, diffused 
mists and false lights through whole na- 
tions, and mingled a vicious element in the 
composition of most systems of faith in 
Christendom. We have come to the edge 
of that battle-field, where the fortunes of 
churches and kingdoms and souls have 
been decided in ‘‘high debate.” Before 
we become confused in the tumult of 
the conflict, let us see the position of the 
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combatants, and understand the nature and 
justice of their respective causes. 

The Jews contended that the Messiah 
was peculiarly thei Messiah. They monop- 
olized his religion. The Gentiles would 
be blessed by him, not as Gentiles, but by 
first becoming Jews, and thus gaining a 
title to his favor and promises. The way 
to Jesus was still through the holy temple. 
Every Gentile neck must first bow to the 
yoke of Moses, before it could lift itself up 
in the liberty of Christ. This was the 
feeling of the apostles, Jews as they were ; 
and long and stiffly did they cling to their 
national peculiarity. They were but babes, 
little ones, as the Master called them, for a 
long time. They could not walk in their 
Lord’s footsteps. They could hardly lisp the 
glorious language of love, human brother- 
hood, and boundless, impartial mercy, 
which he used as heartily and gracefully 
as if he had not lived in Nazareth, nor 
worshipped at Jerusalem. But he bore 
with them tenderly, and nurtured them, as 
a nurse her feeble child, until they should 
grow up into the stature of perfect men in 
him. 

The Gentiles, on the other hand, when 
they became converts, felt painfully the 
stricture of this Jewish bondage. The 
apostles themselves, Peter by a vision, 
Paul by revelation, and all by a council, 
were gradually or wholly emancipated from 
the old error. They demanded for their 
new disciples exemption from the burden- 
some ritual, which neither they nor their 
fathers were able to bear. Acts xv. 10. 
They said that nothing which God had 
cleansed, none of his creatures, children, 
should be pronounced ‘‘common or un- 
clean.” They asserted that all national 
distinctions were sunk; Jew and Gentile, 
bond and free, were one, occupied the 
same platform; that not the works of the 
law, the Jewish ritual, but faith, a moral 
and spiritual principle, justified a man; that 
circumcision and uncircumcision availed 
nothing, but a new moral creation in 
Christ; that the Jew would not be saved 
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because he was'a Jew, nor the Gentile lost 
because he was a Gentile; but both be 
judged by the faith, the disposition of the 
heart, and the practice of the life, sincere 
and corresponding thereto. 

Such, in brief, were the parties, such 
the contest. And he will read the New 
Testament in vain, to a certain extent, who 
does not keep these great outlines clearly 
marked before his mind’s eye, and appre- 
ciate the merits of this controversy. It is 
the only key to the difficult Epistles of 
Paul. — Livermore. 


FUTURE LESSONS. 

WE shall begin next month a series of 
Lessons on the Life of Paul, — a subject 
occupying all that portion of the book of 
Acts which remains to be considered. We 
are confident that these Lessons will be 
found more interesting and satisfactory to 
the majority of teachers and scholars than 
those which have engaged their attention 
for the last four months. They will find 
the narrative simpler and more connected. 
They will encounter fewer miracles. They 
will have occasion to learn about cities and 
countries outside of Palestine. We hope 
that all will begin the study of these Les- 
sons in earnest, determined to make them- 
selves familiar with the subject presented ; 
that they will start with Saul the Jewish 
boy in Tarsus, and follow him throughout 
his career, until he dies Paul, the Christian 
veteran, in Rome. 


THE “GUIDE” FOR OLDER 
SCHOLARS. 

WE wish to remind superintendents that 
the “ Guide ” is almost as well adapted to the 
wants of older scholars as to those of teach- 
ers. All old enough to use the ‘* Interme- 
diate ” questions can consult it with profit. 
Few scholars in our Sunday schools have 
so good a help at hand, nor can they readily 
obtain one. A considerable number of 
schools already furnish the “Guide ” to their 
older scholars, and we hope the number 
will be largely increased. 
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LESSON XXVII. 


[May 7.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts X. 24-48. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — Then Peter opened his 
mouth and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is 
no respecter of persons. Bul in every nation he 
that feareth him and worketh righteousness is ac- 
cepted with him. — Acts x. 34, 3d. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Peter arrives at the house of Cornelius in 
Ceesarea. 

Cornelius relates his vision. 

Peter is convinced that the Gentiles are to 
be received into the Christian church on the 
same terms as the Jews. 

He preaches to those gathered in Corne- 
lius’s house. ~ 

The Holy Spirit is conferred on them, they 
speak with tongues, and are baptized. 


(PRIMARY.) 


1. What vision did Peter have at the house of 
Simon the tanner, in Joppa? 

He saw something that looked like a great sheet 
let down from heaven, and many kinds of animals 
in tt. 

2. Who came for him just after he had this 
vision? 

Three men from Cornelius of Cesarea. 

3. Where did Peter go with them the next 
day? 

ae went with them to Cesarea, to see Cornelius. 

4. When did they arrive in Cesarea? 

The day after they started from Joppa. 

5. Whom did they find waiting for them? 

Cornelius, and some of his friends. 

6. Was Cornelius a Jew or a Gentile? 

He was a Gentile, 

7. Whom did the Jews call Gentiles ? 

All who did not believe in the Jewish religion. 

8. How did the Jews feel towards the Gentiles? 
and how did they treat them ? 

They felt that they were not so good as themselves, 
and treated them in a very unfriendly wry. 

9. What did Cornelius relate to Peter? 

The vision he had seen four days before. 

10. Do you remember what Cornelius saw in 
that vision, and what was said to him ? 

11. What did Peter say when Cornelius had 
told him his vision ? 

[Repeat the Golden Text.] 


12. What did Peter preach about to those 
gathered in Cornelius’s house ? 

He preached about Jesus Christ. 

13 What took place while he was preaching ? 

Those who heard him veceived the Holy Spirit. 

14. What do you understand by the Holy 
Spirit? 

15. Do people have the Holy Spirit given them 
in these days? ; 

16. What can we do to gain more of it? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


17. What is the meaning of “‘ worshipped him ”’ 
in verse 25 ? 

18. What did Peter say to Cornelius and those 
in his house? v. 28. 

19. Did the Jews refrain altogether from keep- 
ing company with those of other nations ? 

They did not ; only from eating with them, and 
living with them on intimate terms. 

20. Were these things a violation of the Mo- 
saic law, or only of the Jewish traditions ? 

They were a vivlation only of the Jewish 
traditions. 

21. Do you understand by the Golden Text 
that God regards all religions alike? 

22. What may we learn from it about God's 
regard for persons ? 

23. What does Peter say of Jesus in verse 38? 

24. Will you mention some of the ways in which 
Jesus did good ? 

25. To what extent can we imitate him in do- 
ing good? 

26. Who are meant, in verse 38, by “all that 
were oppressed of the devil’ ? 

27. Are people ever ‘‘ oppressed of the devil” 
in these days ? 

28. What is meant by ‘‘ the land of the Jews” 
in verse 89? 

29. Would Peter have used such language con- 
cerning Jesus as that in vy. 36-42, if he had be- 
lieved him to be Gd? 

_30. Who are meant in verse 45 by they of the 
circumcision which believed ? 

Converts from Judaism to Christianity. 

31. What effect was produced on them when 
they saw that the Holy Spirit was given to Gen- 
tile converts? vy. 45. 

32. Whit gift besides that of the Holy Spirit 
did the Gentile converts receive? vy. 46. 

83. What Christian ordinance was administered 
to them ? 


(ADVANCED.) 


The nature of the homage pa‘d by Cornelius to 
Peter. 

The difference between the conduct of Peter 
and that of the Pope of Rome, who claims to be 
his successor. 


IIo 


The restrictions upon intercourse of the Jews 
with the Gentiles, made by the law and by the 
traditions. 

The meaning of the Golden Text. 

The points presented in Peter’s discourse. 

The Gentile converts are favored with the gilt 
of the Holy Spirit, the gift of tongues, and bap- 
tism, as the Jewish converts had been on former 
occasions. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. To what city did Peter go after he left Joppa? 

2. To whose house did he go in Caesarea ? 

3. What did Cornelius relate to Veter ? 

4. Of what truth did Peter become convinced 
when Cornelius told him his vision ? 

5. About whom did Peter preach to those in 
Cornelius’s house ? 

6. What giits were bestowed on them? 

7. What did Peter command to be done? 


LESSON XXVIII. 


[May 14.] 
SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts XI. 1-18. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — And when they heard these 
things they held their peace, and glorified God, say- 
ing, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life. — Acts xi. 18. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Peter returns to Jerusalem, 

The Jewish converts contend with him, 
because he had visited the Gentiles, and 
eaten with them. 

He defends himself by relating the events 
that led to this intimacy with them. 

The Jewish converts become convinced 
that the Gentiles are to receive the same 
religious privileges as themselves, 


(PRIMARY. ) 


1. Where did we leave Peter in the last lesson ? 

Al the house of Cornelius, in Cesarea. 

2. What happened while he was preaching 
there ? 

The Gentiles received the Holy Spirit. 

8. What else happened ? 

Those who received the Holy Spirit ‘spake with 
tonyues.”’ 

4. Of what truth had Peter now become con- 
vinced ? 

That God wanted the Gentiles to have the Chris- 
tian religion, as well as the Jews. 

5. Did the Jewish converts in Jerusalem be- 
lieve this? 

They did not; but thought that God intended his 
best gifts for themselves. 

6. How did they treat Peter when he returned 
to Jerusalem ? 

They contended with him, because he had visited 
the Gentiles, and eaten with them. 

7. What dil Peter say to convince them that 
they were wrong? 
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He related to them his vision at Joppa. 

8. What else did he rela’e to them ? 

How Cornelius had sent for him from Cesarea, 
and told him his vision. 

9. What further did he tell them? 

That the Holy Spirit was given to the Gentiles 
in Cornelius’s house, while he was preaching to 
them. 

10. Did the Jewish converts contend further 
with Peter, when he had related these things? 

They did not, but praised God. 

11 Whatdid they say about the Gentiles? 

“Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life.” 

12. What did they mean by these words. 

That God had shown himself ready to forgive 
the Gentiles on condition of repentance, as well as 
the Jews. - 

13. Is God always ready to forgive those who 
repent ? 

(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


14. What kind of a man was Cornelius? (x. 
2, 22.) 

15. What vision did he have? (vy. 3-6.) 

16. How would Peter’s vision leail him to see 
that God regarded the Gentiles with as much 
favor as the Jews? 

17. What was the Golden Text 
lesson ? 

18. What led Peter to arrive at this truth? 

19. Repeat the Golden Text in the present 
lesson. 

20. Who uttered these words, and to whom 
were they uttered ? 4 

21. What led them to arrive at the truth they 
contain ? 

22. Had Peter and the Jewish converts in 
Jerusalem now learned the same truth in regard 
to the Gentiles ? 

23. Why was it an important truth ? 

24. Is it strange that God should have taken 
the method he did to teach this truth ? 

25. Did Jesus intend that his religion should be 
preached to the Jews, as well as the Gentiles? 
(Matt. xxvili. 19.) 

26. Why did he preach so little to the Gentiles? 


in the last 


(ADVANCED ) 


The importance of the truth reached by the 
Judaizing Christians in Jerusalem, tl.at the gos- 
pel was designed for the Gentiles equally with 
themselves. 

The means by which they were convinced of 
this truth. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit, the gift of tongues, 
and biptism, bestowed on the Gentiles as well as 
the Jews. 

The meaning of the phrase ‘‘repentance unto 
life’? in the Golden Text. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. To what place did Peter go after he had 
remained awhile in Cesarea ? 

2. Who contended wih him in Jerusalem? 

3. For what reason did they contend with him? 

4. In what way did he defend his friendly course 
toward the Gentiles ? 

5. Were those who contended with him satisfied 
with his defence ? 

6. What did they say of the Gentiles? 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON XXIX. 


[May 21.] 
SCRIPTURE READING. 


Acts XI. 19-30. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — And the disciples were 
called Christians first in Antioch. — AcTs xi. 26. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


The disciples, who leave Jerusalem after 
the death of Stephen, preach in Phoenicia, 
Cyprus, and Antioch, to the Jews only. 

Afterwards, natives of Cyprus and Cyrene 
preach in Antioch to the Greeks, and a great 
number believe. 


The disciples in Jerusalem, hearing this, 
send Barnabas to Antioch. 

Barnabas goes from Antioch to Tarsus, and 
returns with Saul. 

They preach in Antioch a year. 

The disciples first called Christians in An- 
tioch. 

Agabus prophesies a great famine. 

The disciples in Antioch send relief to 
those in Judea, 


(PRIMARY. ) 


1. What do you remember about the death of 
Stephen ? 

2. Where did some of the disciples go after his 
death ? 

They went to the cily of Antioch. 

8. How far was this city from Jerusalem, and 
in what direction ? 

It was about three hundred miles to the north. 

4 What did the disciples do in Antioch ? 

They preached the religion of Jesus Christ. 

5. Did they preach it to everybody, or only to 
the Jews? 

They preached it only to the Jews. 

6. What did some disciples from Cyprus and 
Cyrene do when they had come to Antioch ? 

They preached to the Greeks as well as the Jews. 

7. What effect did their preaching have? 
ee? many of the Greeks to become disciples of 

rast. 

8. What did the disciples in Jerusalem do when 
they heard that the Greeks in Antioch were be- 
coming disciples ? 

They sent Barnabas to see about it. 

9. What kind of a man was Barnabas? 

He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit, and 
of faith. 

10 How did he feel and what did he say when 
he saw that so many of the Greeks had become 
true disciples of Jesus? 

He was glad, and besought them to cleave unto 
the Lord. 

11. What is it to cleave unto the Lord? 

To love him always and with all the heart. 

12. Ought we, then, to cleave unto the Lord? 

13. Why onght we to do so? 

14. What name was given to the discip’es in 
Antioch ? 

[Repeat the Golden Text.] 


Ii! 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


15. Can you give any account of Phenice 
(Phe-ni’-ce), Cyprus, and Antioch, mentioned in 
verse 19? 

16. Do you know any thing about Cyrene, 
mentioned in verse 20? 

17. Ina preyious lesson, what difference did you 
learn there was between the “ Grecians’’ and the 
Greeks? 

18. What word probably ought to be used in- 
stead of ** Grecians’’ in verse 20? 

It is probable that Greeks ought to be used here 
instead uf * Grecians.”’ 

19. What is meant in verse 20 by ‘‘preaching 
the Lord Jesus’? ? 

20 What is meant in verse 21 by “the hand 
of the Lod?’ ? 

21. Was Barnabas just the man to send to An- 
tioch to give counsel and help? 

22. Who first called the disciples of Jesus 
“Christians ’? ? 

It is probable that they were first called so by the 
Gentiles. 

23. Why did they give them this name ? 

Probubly to distinguish them from the Jews. 

24. Where else in the New Testament is this 
term used? (Acts xxvi. 28; 1 Peter iv. 16.) 

25. What terms did the followers ot Christ ap- 
ply to themselves? (Acts i. 15; ii. 47; v. 14; 
Vi. 33 1x, 13°) 

26. What did the Jews call them, and why? 
(Acts ii. 7; xxiv. 5 ) 

27. What is it to be a Christian? 

28. Is the word used in more than one sense? 

29. Ought we to be Christians in every sense? 

30. How can we become so? 

31. What is said in verses 27-30 ? 

82. Do you know any thing of the prophet 
Agabus, mentioned in verse 28 7 

33. What good rule for giving did the disciples 
in Antioch adopt when they sent relief to those 
in Judea? 


(ADVANCED. ) 


The Gentiles as well as the Jews have the gos- 
pel preached to them, and are received into the 
church. 

Antioch becomes an important centre of Chris- 
tianity, and remains so for several centuries. 

The character of Barnabas. 

The name Christian, by whom first applied to 
the disciples, and why ? 

The terms which they applied to them, and 
those which the Jews applied to them. 

W hat is it to be a Christian ? 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. Where did some of the disciples who left 
Jerusalem after the death of Stephen go? 

2. ‘lo whom did they preach ? 

3. To whom in Antioch did disciples from Cy- 
prus and Cyrene preach ? = 

4. What was the effect.of their preaching? 

5. Whom did the disciples in Jerusalem send to 
Antioch, when they heard this? 

6. Whom did Barnabas bring to Antioch from 
Tarsus ? 

7. How long did Barnabas and Saul preach in 
Antioch ? 


II2 


8. What name was given to the disciples of 
Jesus in Antioch ? 

9. What did Agabus prophesy would take place ? 

10. What did the disciples in Antioch do about 
it? 


LESSON XXX. 


[MAY 28.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts XII. 1-25. 


GOLDEN TEXT.— The angel of the Lord 
encampeh round about them that fear him, and 
delivereth them. — Ps. xxxiv. 7. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Time: About A.D. 44. Place: Jerusalem. 

Claudius Czesar, Emperor of Rome. 

The church is persecuted by Herod, the 
king. 

James, the brother of John, is put to death. 

Peter is imprisoned, but released by “ the 
angel of the Lord.” 

Herod goes to Cesarea, where he dies a 
dreadful death. 


(PRIMARY.) 


1. How did Herod, the king, treat the Christians 
in Jerusalem ? 

He treated them in a very cruel way. 

2. What did he do to James, the brother of 
John? 

He put him to death. 

3. How did the Jews like this? 

They were pleased with wt. 

4. Why were they pleased with it? 

Because Jumes was une of the apostles of Jesus. 

5. Do you remember how many apostles Jesus 


had? 

6. What did Herod do to Peter ? 

He put him tn prison. 

7. What else did he mean to do to him? 

He meant to put him to death in sight of the 
people. 

8. What kind of a man do you think Herod 
was? 

9. Are all of us sometimes tempted to do wrong, 
because we think it will please others? 

10. Ought we to do right, whether others will 
like it or not? 

11. How was Herod prevented from putting 
Peter to death? 

An angel let him out of the prison. 

12. Where did Peter then go? 

He went to a house where the Christians were 
having a meeting, and praying for him. 

13. How long did Peter live after this ? 

He lived many years. 

14. Do we know much of him after this? 

We know but very little of him. 

15. Where did Herod go after this? 

He went to the city of Cesarea, 

16. Did he live long in Cesarea? 

He did not, but died a terrible death. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


17. Are any other Herods mentioned in the 
New Testament besides the one in this lesson? 
(Matt. ii.; xiv. 1; Acts xxy. 22.) 

18. What do you think of the character of 
Herod the Great (Matt. ii.)? of Herod Antipas 
(Matt. xiv. 1-12)? of Herod Agrippa I. (Acts 
xii. 1-23)? of Herod Agrippa II. (Acts xxy. 22- 


_| Xxvi. 8, 28-32.) 


19. Were these men related to one another? 

20. Did all of them hold the same office ? 

21. Who appointed them to oftice ? 

22. Was there more than one apostle by the 
name of James? (Matt. x. 2-4.) 

23. Whose son was the one mentioned in verse 
2? (Matt. x. 2:) 

24. Whose son was the one mentioned in verse 
17? (Matt. x. 3.) ‘ 

25. What is meant by ‘‘the days of unleavened 
bread,’’ in verse 3 ? 

26. Do you know how many soldiers there were 
in the ‘‘ four quaternions’’ mentioned in verse +? 

27. Will you give an account of Peter’s im- 
prisonment and release? (vy. 3-11.) 

28. Will you describe the scene after his re- 
lease? vv. 12-19. 

29. What do you learn about Herod in verses 
20-23? 

30. What is said in verses 24 and 25? 

31. Is the instrumentality of ‘‘an angel”’ fre- 
quently mentioned in the Acts? 

32. What do you understand an angel to be? 

33. Do you think that celestial beings visit the 
earth now ? 

34. What angels, or messengers of good to us, 
does God make use of besides celestial beings ? 


(ADVANCED.) 


The Herods mentioned in the New Testament. 
The two apostles by the name of James. 

‘The imprisonment and release of Peter. 

The instrumentality of angels. 

Little known of Peter after this time. 

Paul becomes the chief apostle. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. In what year did the events mentioned in 
this lesson take place? 

2. How long was it after the ascension of 
Christ ? 

3. Which of the apostles did Herod put to 
death ? 

4. What did he do to Peter? 

5. Who released him from prison ? 

6. Had he been in prison before ? 

7. Where did Herod go after Peter’s release ? 

8. What happened to him in Cesarea ? 

9. Who was chosen to fill the place of Judas 
Iscariot ? 

10. What took place on the day of Pentecost? 

11. Who was cured by Peter and John at one 
of the gates of the temple? 

12. What do you remember about Stephen ? 

13. What have you learned about Philip? 

14. Who was Simon, the sorcerer ? 

15. At whose house did Peter stay in Joppa? 

16. At whose house did he stay in Caesarea ? 

17. What tiaye you learned about Cornelius ? 

18. Where did Peter go when he lett Caesarea? 


